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Introduction

RESURRECTION
This Paschal Homily is read at the Easter Midnight Liturgy in the Orthodox Church

If any be a devout lover of God, let him partake with gladness from this fair and
radiant feast.

If any be a faithful servant, let him enter rejoicing into the joy of his Lord.

If any have wearied himself with fasting, let him now enjoy his reward.

If any have laboured from the first hour, let him receive today his rightful due.

If any have come after the third, let him celebrate the feast with thankfulness.

If any have arrived after the sixth, let him not be in doubt, for he will suffer no loss.
If any have delayed until the ninth, let him not hesitate but draw near.

If any have arrived only at the eleventh, let him not be afraid because he comes so
late.

For the Master is generous and accepts the last even as the first.

He gives rest to him who comes at the eleventh hour

in the same way as to him who has laboured from the first.

He accepts the deed, and commends the intention.

Enter then, all of you, into the joy of our Lord. First and last, receive alike your
reward. Rich and poor, dance together. You who have fasted and you who have not
fasted, rejoice today. The table is fully laden: let all enjoy it. The calf is fatted: let
none go away hungry.

Let none lament his poverty; for the universal Kingdom is revealed. Let none bewail
his transgressions; for the light of forgiveness has risen from the tomb. Let none fear
death; for the death of the Saviour has set us free.

He has destroyed death by undergoing death.

He has despoiled hell by descending into hell.

Hell was filled with bitterness when it met thee face to face below:

tilled with bitterness, for it was brought to nothing;

filled with bitterness, for it was mocked;

filled with bitterness, for it was overthrown;

filled with bitterness, for it was put in chains.

It received a body, and encountered God. It received earth, and confronted heaven.
O death, where is thy sting? O hell, where is thy Victory?

Christ is risen, and thou art cast down.

Christ is risen, and the demons are fallen.

Christ is risen, and the angels rejoice.

Christ is risen, and life reigns in freedom.

Christ is risen, and there is none left dead in the tomb.

For Christ, being raised from the dead, has become the first-fruits of those that slept.
To him be glory and dominion to the ages of ages. Amen.

St John Chrysostom (d 407)



Reflection and Prayer for the Day
Easter Sunday: April 4th

Easter Dawn

He blesses every love which weeps and grieves
And now he blesses hers who stood and wept
And would not be consoled, or leave her love’s
Last touching place, but watched as low light crept
Up from the east. A sound behind her stirs

A scatter of bright birdsong through the air.

She turns, but cannot focus through her tears,

Or recognise the Gardener standing there.

She hardly hears his gentle question “Why,

Why are you weeping?’, or sees the play of light
That brightens as she chokes out her reply

‘They took my love away, my day is night’

And then she hears her name, she hears Love say
The Word that turns her night, and ours, to Day.

Malcolm Guite (b 1957)

Prayer

O Lord God, our Father,

You are the light that can never be put out; and now you give us a light that shall
drive away all darkness. You are love without coldness, and you have given us such
warmth in our hearts that we can love all when we meet. You are the life that defies
death, and you have opened for us the way that leads to eternal life.

None of us is a great Christian; we are all humble and ordinary. But your grace is
enough for us. Arouse in us that small degree of joy and thankfulness of which we
are capable, to the timid faith which we can muster, to the cautious obedience which
we cannot refuse, and thus to the wholeness of life which you have prepared for all
of us through the death and resurrection of your son. Do not allow any of us to
remain apathetic or indifferent to the wondrous glory of Easter, but let the light of
our risen Lord reach every corner of our dull hearts.

Amen.

Karl Barth (1886-1968)



Monday of Easter Week: April 5%

The most characteristic initial word on Easter is not ‘Be of good cheer,” but, ‘Be not
afraid.” For the one who returns, who brings it all back to life again, who permits no
escape into death, who allows no burial, no forgetting, is the one we know. And with
recognition, the fear, the embarrassment, turns into joy: “Then were the disciples
glad when they saw the Lord.” For now despite the judgment, the bringing alive of
all that had been, they know they could trust that the judgment he brought was the
judgment of love. So Easter becomes a commentary on John’s words, ‘“There is no
fear in love, for perfect love casteth out fear.’

Edmund A. Steimle (1907-88), Disturbed by Joy

Prayer

God, give us eyes to see

the beauty of the Spring,

And to behold Your majesty

in every living thing -

And may we see in lacy leaves
and every budding flower

The Hand that rules the universe
with gentleness and power -
And may this Easter grandeur
that Spring lavishly imparts
Awaken faded flowers of faith
lying dormant in our hearts,
And give us ears to hear, dear God,
the Springtime song of birds
With messages more meaningful
than man’s often empty words
Telling harried human beings
who are lost in dark despair -
‘Be like us and do not worry

for God has you in His care.

Helen Steiner Rice (1900-81)



Tuesday of Easter Week: April 6t

Edmund Spenser celebrates the glory of the Resurrection in this famous sonnet. In
Spenser’s explanation of Easter, Jesus through his sacrifice rescues both the dead and the
living from captivity in sin into everlasting life; through the Harrowing of Hell, dead
sinners are released to Heaven, and through Christ’s blood, living sinners are washed
clean. In the poem’s conclusion, we are reminded that the love Jesus showed for humanity
is the love we must show one another.

Easter

Most glorious Lord of Life! that, on this day,
Didst make thy triumph over death and sin;

And, having harrowed hell, didst bring away
Captivity thence captive, us to win:

This joyous day, dear Lord, with joy begin;

And grant that we, for whom thou didst die,
Being with thy dear blood clean washed from sin,
May live for ever in felicity!

And that thy love we weighing worthily,

May likewise love thee for the same again;
And for thy sake, that all like dear didst buy,
With love may one another entertain!

So let us love, dear Love, like as we ought,

— Love is the lesson which the Lord us taught.

Edmund Spenser (c. 1552-99)

Prayer

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,

though your people walk in the valley of darkness,

no evil should they fear;

for they follow in faith the call of the shepherd

whom you have sent for their hope and strength.
Attune our minds to the sound of his voice,

lead our steps in the path he has shown,

that we may know the strength of his outstretched arm
and enjoy the light of your presence for ever.

We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Wednesday of Easter Week: April 7t

Easter can be a cultural and familial as well as church celebration, as Benjamine Sdenz
depicts in his poem ‘Easter,” which narrates many iterations of ‘new life’ on Easter
Sunday: Christ’s resurrection, children’s new clothes, spiritual renewal from Lenten
discipline, a freshly waxed truck, the first cry of “Alleluia!” after weeks of its absence.
Notice that the grandmother and the priest make the same gesture, with raised palms; the
sacramental and holy may be present in the family home as well as in church.

Easter

My mother woke us that Sunday -

her voice a bell proclaiming spring.

We rose diving into our clothes, newly bought.

We took turns standing before mirrors,

combing, staring at our new selves.

Sinless from forty days of desert,

sinless from good confessions,

we drove to church in a red pickup,

bright and red and waxed for the special occasion.

Clean, polished as apples,

the yellow-dressed girls in front with Mom and Dad; the boys in back,
our hair blowing free in the warming wind. Winter gone away.

At Mass, the choir singing loud: ragged notes from ragged angel’s voices;
ancient hymns sung in crooked Latin.

The priest, white robed, raised his palms toward God, opened his mouth in awe:
‘Alleluia!” The unspoken word of Lent let loose in flight.

Alleluia and incense rising,

my mother wiping her tears from words she’d heard;

my brother and I whispering names of statues lining

the walls of the church. Bells ringing,

Mass ending, we running to the truck,

shiny as shoes going dancing.

Dad driving us to see my grandmother.

There, at her house, I asked about the new word I'd heard: resurrection.
‘Death, death,” she said, her hands moving downward,

‘the cross - that is death.” And then she

laughed: “The dead will rise.”

Her upturned palms moved skyward as she spoke. “The dead will rise.’
She moved her hands toward me,

wrapped my face with touches,

and laughed again. The dead will rise.

Benjamin Alire Saenz (b 1954)



Thursday of Easter Week: April 8

The Industrial Revolution of the late eighteenth and the nineteenth centuries was a time of
technological, mechanical, scientific, and manufacturing innovation that affected most
facets of life in England. Anglican priest and author Charles Kingsley became a leader in
this revolution in 1872 when he became president of the Birmingham and Midland
Institute, an institution of technical and scientific education, which remains to this day a
site of public education. In the poem “Easter Week,” written for an exhibition showcasing
new industrial achievements, Kingsley presents human intellectual abilities as a gift from
God, one that we use as an Easter tribute to our Maker.

Easter Week

See the land, her Easter keeping,

Rises as her Maker rose.

Seeds, so long in darkness sleeping,
Burst at last from winter snows.

Earth with heaven above rejoices;
Fields and gardens hail the spring;
Shaughs and woodlands ring with voices,
While the wild birds build and sing.
You, to whom your Maker granted
Powers to those sweet birds unknown,
Use the craft by God implanted;

Use the reason not your own.

Here, while heaven and earth rejoices,
Each his Easter tribute bring -

Work of fingers, chant of voices,

Like the birds who build and sing.

Charles Kingsley (1819-75)

A Prayer

God of mercy,

you wash away our sins in water,

you give us a new birth in the Spirit,

and redeem us in the blood of Christ.

As we celebrate Christ’s resurrection,

increase our awareness of these blessings,

and renew your gift of life within us.

We ask this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Friday of Easter Week: April 9%

In St John’s Gospel of John, the risen Jesus first appears to Mary Magdalene, who initially
thinks that he is a gardener and asks him if he knows where Jesus’s body has been moved. He
says her name - “Mary’ — at which point she immediately recognizes him; he then sends

her to tell the other disciples of the Resurrection (St John 20. 14-17). Andrew Hudgins plays
with this idea of Jesus as a gardener, creating new life where there seemed only death. The

poem ends with Jesus’s Ascension into Heaven (St Mark 16.19; St Luke 24.50-51; Acts 1:9-11).

Christ as a Gardener

The boxwoods planted in the park spell LIVE.

I never noticed it until they died.

Before, the entwined green had smudged the word
unreadable. And when they take their own advice
again - come spring, come Easter - no one will know
a word is buried in the leaves. I love the way

that Mary thought her resurrected Lord

a gardener. It wasn’t just the broad-brimmed hat
and muddy robe that fooled her: he was that changed.
He looks across the unturned field, the riot

Of unscythed grass, the smattering of wildflowers.
Before he can stop himself, he’s on his knees.

He roots up stubborn weeds, pinches the suckers,
deciding order here - what lives, what dies,

and how. But it goes deeper even than that.

His hands burn and his bare feet smolder. He longs
To lie down inside the long, dew-moist furrows
and press his pierced side and his broken forehead
into the dirt. But he’s already done it -

passed through one death and out the other side.
He laughs. He kicks his bright spade in the earth
and turns it over. Spring flashes by, then harvest.
Beneath his feet, seeds dance into the air.

They rise, and he, not noticing, ascends

on midair steppingstones of dandelion,

of milkweed, thistle, cattail, and goldenrod.

Andrew Hudgins (b 1951)

A Prayer

How blessed is this day, when earth and heaven are joined and humankind is
reconciled to God! May the light of Jesus shine continually to drive away all
darkness. May Christ, the Morning Star who knows no setting, find his light ever
burning in our hearts —he who gives his light to all creation, and who lives and
reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
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Saturday of Easter Week: April 10

The season of Easter is a time of rejoicing in Jesus’s resurrection and (for those in the
Northern hemisphere) in the coming of spring, itself a sign of rebirth. Jesuit priest-poet
Gerard Manley Hopkins revels in the beauty of the created world and sings praises to the
Creator.

Pied Beauty

Glory be to God for dappled things -

For skies of couple-colour as a brinded cow;

For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim;
Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls; finches” wings;
Landscape plotted and pieced - fold, fallow, and plough;
And all trades, their gear and tackle and trim.

All things counter, original, spare, strange;
Whatever is fickle, freckled (who knows how?)
With swift, slow; sweet, sour; adazzle, dim;

He fathers-forth whose beauty is past change:
Praise him.

Gerard Manley Hopkins (1844-89)

Prayers

Draw us forth, God of all creation.

Draw us forward and away from limited certainty
into the immense world of your love.

Give us the capacity to even for a moment
taste the richness of the feast you give us.
Give us the peace to live with uncertainty,
with questions,

with doubts.

Help us to experience the resurrection anew
with open wonder and an increasing ability
to see you in the people of Easter. Amen.

Almighty, ever-living God,

whose only-begotten Son descended to the realm of the dead,
and rose from there to glory, grant that your faithful people,
who were buried with him in baptism, may,

by his resurrection, obtain eternal life.

We make our prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen



Reading for the Day

Easter Sunday: April 4%

After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary Magdalene and
the other Mary went to see the tomb. And suddenly there was a great earthquake;
for an angel of the Lord, descending from heaven, came and rolled back the stone
and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. For
fear of him the guards shook and became like dead men. But the angel said to the
women, ‘Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who was

crucified. He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said.

Matthew 28.1-6

Monday in Easter Week: April 5t

So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ
is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on
things that are on earth, for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in
God. When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with
him in glory.

Colossians 3.1-4

Tuesday in Easter Week: April 6

Jesus said to her, “‘Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!” (which
means Teacher). Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to
my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.”” Mary Magdalene went and
announced to the disciples, ‘I have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had
said these things to her.

John 20.16-18

Wednesday in Easter Week: April 7t

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the
house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and
stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.” After he said this, he showed them
his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
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John 20.19-20
Thursday in Easter Week: April 8t

A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them.
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace
be with you.” Then he said to Thomas, ‘Put your finger here and see my hands.
Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” Thomas
answered him, ‘My Lord and my God!" Jesus said to him, ‘Have you believed
because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come
to believe.’

John 20.26-29

Friday in Easter Week: April 9

Jesus said to them, ‘Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to
ask him, “‘Who are you?’ because they knew it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. This was now the third
time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

John 21.12-14

Saturday in Easter Week: April 10

After this he appeared in another form to two of them, as they were walking into the
country. And they went back and told the rest, but they did not believe them. Later
he appeared to the eleven themselves as they were sitting at the table; and he
upbraided them for their lack of faith and stubbornness, because they had not
believed those who saw him after he had risen. And he said to them, ‘Go into all the
world and proclaim the good news to the whole creation’.

Mark 16.12-15
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Spiritual Communion

Due to the national lockdown, many people who would have received Holy
Communion each Sunday, and some of them every day, are not able to receive the
comfort and benefits of the sacrament.

This is a huge loss. However, it is not the first time that the Church has been in such a
position. Throughout Christian history some Christian people have found themselves
isolated from the sacramental life of the Church for all sorts of reasons, and
particularly in times of plague, famine and warfare.

At such times the Church has encouraged people to make what is called a Spiritual
Communion. It is a way of uniting yourself with Jesus and entering into communion
with him even though you are not able to receive the sacrament itself.

The prayer that follows draws on the story of the woman who comes to Jesus but only
touches the hem of his garment. She still receives healing and blessing (See St Mark 5.
25-34). In a way, spiritual communion is like this. We are not able to receive the
sacramental bread and wine. But in a spiritual communion we still come to Jesus and
he still receives us.

Act of Spiritual Reception

O loving God, in union with Christian people throughout the world and across the
centuries gathered to make Eucharist, hearing your holy Word and receiving
the Precious Body and Blood of your dear Son, I offer you praise and thanksgiving.

Even though I am exiled from tasting the Bread of Heaven and drinking the Cup of
Life I pray that you will unite me with all the baptised and with your Son who gave

his life for us.

Come Lord Jesus, dwell in me and send your Holy Spirit that I may be filled with
your presence.

12



Regina Caeli

This anthem to the Blessed Virgin Mary dates from the 12t century,
and it is sung every day from Easter to Pentecost.

Regina caeli, laetare, alleluia;

Quia quem meruisti portare, alleluia,
Resurrexit, sicut dixit, alleluia:

Ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia.

Joy to thee, O Queen of heaven, alleluia,
He whom thou wast meet to bear, alleluia,
As he promised hath arisen, alleluia,
Pour for us to God thy prayer, alleluia.

V Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia.
R For the Lord is risen indeed, alleluia.

O God, who by the resurrection of your Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ,

brought joy to the whole world:

grant that, aided by the prayers of his Mother,
the Virgin Mary,

we may know the joys of eternal life.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

13



A Simple Form of Morning Prayer

Opening Sentences

¥ In the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

O Lord, open our lips;
and we shall praise your name.

Let your ways be known upon earth,
your saving help among the nations.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now,
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Opening Prayer

Banish, O Lord, all darkness from our hearts and minds,
through Christ, the Dayspring from on high,

who fulfilled your ancient promise

that we should find our freedom in your peace;

for all ages belong to you,

yesterday, today and for ever. Amen.

Scripture Reading
Taken from the daily readings found on pages 10-11

The Gospel Canticle | Benedictus

Refrain: Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied.

" Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel:

who has come to his people and set them free.
He has raised up for us a mighty Saviour,

born of the house of his servant, David.
Through his holy prophets, God promised of old
to save us from our enemies,

from the hands of all that hate us;
to show mercy to our ancestors,

and to remember his holy covenant.
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This was the oath God swore to our father, Abraham,
to set us free from the hands of our enemies,
free to worship him without fear,
holy and righteous in his sight, all the days of our life.
And you, child, shall be called the prophet of the Most High,
for you will go before the Lord to prepare his way,
to give his people knowledge of salvation
by the forgiveness of all their sins.
In the tender compassion of our God
the dawn from on high shall break upon us,
to shine on those who dwell in darkness
and the shadow of death,
and to guide our feet into the way of peace.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now,
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
for they shall be satisfied.

Prayers

e Give thanks for a new day, for all God’s blessings.

e Pray for those we will encounter today, and those far from us.

e Pray for the blessing of peace for all nations and people.

e Pray that our time may be consecrated by the presence of Christ.

Collects

Weekdays from Easter Day

Lord of all life and power,

who through the mighty resurrection of your Son
overcame the old order of sin and death
to make all things new in him:

grant that we, being dead to sin

and alive to you in Jesus Christ,

may reign with him in glory;

to whom with you and the Holy Spirit
be praise and honour, glory and might,
now and in all eternity.

Amen.
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A Morning Collect

Almighty and everlasting God,

we thank you that you have brought us safely
to the beginning of this day.

Keep us from falling into sin

or running into danger,

order us in all our doings

and guide us to do always

what is righteous in your sight;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

Conclusion

May God our Redeemer show us compassion and love. Amen.

" Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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A Simple Form of Evening Prayer
Opening Sentences

" O God, come to our aid:
O Lord, make haste to help us.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit;

as it was in the beginning is now,
and shall be for ever. Amen.

The Blessing of Light

Blessed are you, O Lord, the God of our fathers,
creator of the changes of day and night,
giving rest to the weary,
renewing the strength of those who are spent,
bestowing upon us occasions of song in the evening.
As you have protected us in the day that is past,
so be with us in the coming night;
keep us from every sin, every evil, and every fear;
for you are our light and salvation,

and the strength of our life.

Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Blessed be God for ever.

Scripture Reading

Taken from the daily readings found on pages 10-11
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The Gospel Canticle | Magnificat

Refrain: Come, let us return to the Lord,
for our God will richly pardon.

W My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord,
my spirit rejoices in God my Saviour,
He has looked with favour on his lowly servant.
From this day all generations will call me blessed:
The Almighty has done great things for me
and holy is his name.
He has mercy on those who fear him,
from generation to generation.
He has shown strength with his arm
and has scattered the proud in their conceit.
Casting down the mighty from their thrones
and lifting up the lowly.
He has filled the hungry with good things
and sent the rich away empty.
He has come to the aid of his servant, Israel,
to remember his promise of mercy,
the promise made to our ancestors;
to Abraham and his children for ever.

Glory to the Father, and to the Son,
and to the Holy Spirit:

as it was in the beginning is now,
and shall be for ever. Amen.

Come, let us return to the Lord,
for our God will richly pardon.

Prayers
e Give thanks for the day past, for the means of grace and the hope of glory.
e Pray for all who are in need, for those who are sick in body, mind or spirit.
e Pray for those who have died, those we have loved,
those who have inspired us.
e As the day fades we commend ourselves to the love and mercy of God.
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Collects

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do
proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give; that
both our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee
we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest
and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only
Son, our Saviour, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Evening Prayer may conclude with the Antiphon

Regina caeli, laetare, alleluia;

Quia quem meruisti portare, alleluia,
Resurrexit, sicut dixit, alleluia:

Ora pro nobis Deum, alleluia.

Joy to thee, O Queen of heaven, alleluia,
He whom thou wast meet to bear, alleluia,
As he promised hath arisen, alleluia,
Pour for us to God thy prayer, alleluia.

V Rejoice and be glad, O Virgin Mary, alleluia.
R For the Lord is risen indeed, alleluia.

O God, who by the resurrection of your Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ,

brought joy to the whole world:

grant that, aided by the prayers of his Mother,
the Virgin Mary,

we may know the joys of eternal life.
Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
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Contact Details

Vicar:

Parish Administrator:

Telephone:

Email:

Website:

Address:

Donations

Fr Richard Collins
Gary Toneguzzo

020 8840 1789

cts.ealing@outlook.com

www.christthesaviour.com

Christ the Saviour
New Broadway

London
W5 2XA

If you have enjoyed these resources and would like to make a donation

to Christ the Saviour, you can do so by either scanning the QR code on a
smartphone or by following the link below:

https:/ /pay.churchdesk.com/CtDP.Of(Q8
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